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Abstract

In response to a mandate to advance human rights through social work education, this article focuses on the curricular rede-
sign and program evaluation of one MSW Program. The program’s specialization focused on advanced social work practice
with individuals, families, and communities grounded in social justice and human rights. A pre-experimental one-group
postiest-only program evaluation design was implemented. Multiple assessment instruments were used o measure human
rights exposure in social work education, as well as a human rights lens and engagement in social work practice among 93
graduating MSW students from a public university with suburban and urban campus locations. How the program applied
@ human rights-based approach to social work field education will also be discussed. Findings suggest that a human rights
exposure in course work and practicum is related to students” practice lens and engagement. The imperative 15 now to train
social work students to address complex social issues through human rights exposure, engagement, and lens as we prepare
for a post-pandemic world. Recommendations are provided to strengthen academic leadership and research in this area and

empower students to drive a paradigm shift in the profession.

Keywords Curriculum development - Social work field education - Human rights - Program evaluation

Human rights violations lead clients to seek out social work
interventions. Yet, in the USA. the profession has been reluc-
tant to integrate human rights concepts into education and
practice (Reichert, 2007). Given its history as a human right
profession (Healy, 2008), social work is uniquely gualified
to promote human rights, increase engagement and expo-
sure in the classroom, and embed this framework in practice
(McPherson & Cheatham, 2015).

The ethical statement of the International Federation of
Social Workers (2018) states the “principles of social jus-
tice, human rights, collective responsibility and respect for
diversities are central to social work.” Whereas, the US-
based National Association of Social Workers (NASW,
2017) does not include human rights in its professional
ethical code. Yet, Albrithen and Androff (2014) argued that
human rights are embedded within the NASW (2017) Code
of Ethics. Their analysis linked all articles of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHE, United Nations
[UN], 1948) 1o the six ethical principles. Social justice,

[ Christina M. Chiarelli-Helminiak
cchiarelli-helminiak & weupa.edu

Graduate Social Work Department, West Chester University,
Anderson Hall, West Chester, PA 19383, USA

a core value that distinguishes social work, was found to
relate to 14 of the 30 UDHR articles (Albrithen & Androff,
2014). This distinct connection between professional values
and human rights necessitates the inclusion in social work
education.

The Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) has
been proactive in promoting human rights through its
accreditation reguirements for US-based social work
education programs. In 2008, the CSWE first introduced
human rights in its Education Policy and Accreditation
Standards (EPAS). In the 2015 EPAS, CSWE extended
the mandate to two competencies (Competencies 3 and
5) (Chiarelli-Helminiak et al., 2018). Since the addition
of human rights to social work education accreditation
standards, more students have been introduced to human
rights concepts; yet, Gatenio Gabel and Mapp (2019) found
that 12% of US-based social work programs did not include
human rights in their curriculum.

The purpose of this article is to present one program’s
attemnpt (o evaluate human rights exposure in social work
education, as well as a human rights lens and engagement
in practice among graduating MSW students. We stress the
imperative to train US-based social work students to address
complex social issues through a human rights lens.
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he professional codes of ethics in many nations. However, the most... more
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Human rights education in US social work: |s the mandate reaching the field?

Jane McPherson, Kathryn Libal
2019, Journal of Human Rights - Article

Social work education in the United States takes place not only in classrooms but also in the many workplaces where students
complete their mandatory internships. This practicum, known as “field educa... more
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The Integration of Human Rights in US Social Work Education: Insights from a Qualitative Study
C. M. Chiarelli-Helminiak, M. Eggers, K. R. Libal
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While social justice is an explicit value of social work, the concept of human rights has garnered more attention in social work
education in the USA in recent years. This article focuses on findings ... more
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Maddulo Kamu: Traversing the Social Life
Patterns of the Ibanags

Ma. Cecilia Cynthia B. Julian
Cagayan State University, Andrews Campus, Philippines

Abstract---The purposze of thiz research ie to discover, characterize,
and analyze the =zocial life patterns of the Ibanags in Nassiping,
Gattaran, Cagayvan. The descriptive case study approach was utilized,
which included current information regarding the nature or status of
thiz cultural group, as well as other phenomena. 100 clients wers
chosen from conception until death or burial based on  their
understanding of facts and informaticn about Ibanag belisfs,
traditions, and rites. The participant-cbhserver technigque, in which the
researcher participated in the practices, rituals, and other ceremonies
while simultanecusly observing and seeing them, necessitated her
staying among the people for several menths. The ressarcher alsc
studied reference materials or documents, sz well as other
demographic data on the community and its population. Farming and
fizhing are the meost commeon jobs, however, some of them alzo work
in carpentry and have their busineszses. The [hanag people have
traditional beliefs and habits that are at variance with what teachers
teach in schools from conception to death. On the other side, the
problem of value conflicts can be zolved by shifting unfavorable ideas
and practices to mere favorable ones, which can be attributed to
people's education and willingneszs to change. Indigenous beliefz and
practices that are important to the preservation of one's culture are
still practiced. An examination of the benefits and drawbacks of the
unfaverable cnes iz required to determine whether they zheould be
abandoned or continued. According to the findings, parents, scheols,
elders, and the broader public should encourage voung people to keep
their culture alive. During celebrationsz, local leaders should create
activities to highlight these beneficial ideas and practices, and local
students and researchers should perform extra research to fully
understand the uniqueness of their culture.

Keywords---cultural preservation, demography, social life patterns,
value conflict.
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