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The burning question is whether immigration reduces commitment to welfare policies in Europe as does
racial/ethnic diversity in the United States (Fox, 2004; Luttmer, 2001). Some Swedish studies suggest this is
the case (Dahlberg et al., 2012; Eger, 2010). However, a number of cross-national studies suggest that it is
not (Brady and Finnigan, 2014; Hjerm and Schnabel, 2012; Mau and Burkhardt, 2009). Some even find that
immigration increases support among certain individuals (Burgoon et al., 2012). These ambiguous results
call for further consideration of this topic.
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Abstract

Scholars have taken a considerable interest in how global immigration to Europe generates
public concern, but we still know little about the role that migration from within the European
region has in fueling apprehensions. To better understand this, | examine how public attitudes
towards immigration have responded to migration following the European Union's most
extensive enlargement along its eastern border in 2004. Using recent advances in multilevel
modeling, this article analyzes the longitudinal, cross-sectional relationship between east—west
internal European migration on public attitudes towards the economic and cultural aspects of
immigration in VWestern Europe using individual-level data from the European Social Survey
(2004-2014). The results demonstrate that growing populations of Central and Eastern
European foreigners have contributed to Western Europeans’ perception of immigration as an
economic threat, even when taking into account simultaneous immigration from outside
Europe. Moreover, the relationship between east—west immigration and an individual's per-
ception of immigration as a threat is conditional upon their socio-economic status. These
findings underscore how within-European immigration in Western Europe has become con-
sequential to the public's attitudes about immigration more generally.

Keywords
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Introduction

Immigration challenges Europe’s well-established national identities that are rooted in cultural unity
(Citrin and Sides, 2008). There is a widespread perception amongst Europeans that immigration is not
only undermining economic prosperity but also a certain cultural “way of life” (German Marshall Fund,
2011) and, over the last 20 years. sociologists have documented the rise of anti-immigrant sentiment in
Europe (Quillian, 1995; Semyonov et al., 2006; Ceobanu and Escandell, 2008).
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Immigration challenges Europe’s well-established national identities that are rooted in cultural vnity
(Citrin and Sides, 2008). There is a widespread perception amongst Europeans that immigration is not
only undermining economic prosperity but also a certain cultural “way of life™ (German Marshall Fund,
2011} and, over the last 20 years, sociclogists have documented the rise of anti-immigrant sentiment in
Europe (Quillian, 1993; Semyonov et al., 2006; Ceobanu and Escandell, 2008).

While this literature has expanded our understanding of how immigration from owutside the European
Union might cause local concern, we know relatively little about the social consequences of immigration
from within Europe. Presumably, this has cecurred becanse scholars have either explicitly focused on the
effect non-European foreigners (Schneider, 2008; Hyerm, 2009) in some studies or becanse other stodies
indiscriminately examine the impact of all foreigners without distinguishing between extra-European
foreigners and intra-European foreigners (Lancee and Pardos-Prado, 2013; Wilkes et al., 2007; Wilkes
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Abstract

Scholars have taken a considerable interest in how global immigration to Europe generates public concarn,
but we still know little about the role that migration from within the European region has in fueling
apprehensions. To better understand this, | examine how public attitudes towards immigration have
responded to migration following the Europaan Union's most extensive enlargement along its eastern border
in 2004. Using recent advances in multilevel modeling, this article analyzes the longitudinal, cross-sectional
relationship between sast—west internal European migration on public attitudes towards the economic and
cultural aspects of immigration in Western Europe using individual-level data from the European Sodial
Survey (2004-2014). The results demonstrate that growing populations of Central and Eastern European
foreigners have contributed to Western Europeans’ perception of immigration as an economic threat, even
when taking into account simultaneous immigration from outside Europe. Moreover, the relationship between
east—west immigration and an individual's percaption of immigration as a threat is conditional upon their
socio-economic status. These findings underscore how within-European immigration in Western Europe has
becoms consequential to the public's attitudes about immigration more generally.
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and Sides, 2008). There is a widespread perception amongst Europeans that immigration is not only
undermining economic prosperity but also a certain cultural “way of life” (Garman Marshall Fund, 2011) and,
over the last 20 years, sociclogists have documented the rise of anti-immigrant sentiment in Europe
(Quillian, 1995; Semyonov et al., 2006; Ceobanu and Escandell, 2008).

While this literature has expanded our understanding of how immigration from outside the European Union
might cause local concern, we know relatively little about the social consequences of immigration from within
Europe. Presumably, this has occurred because scholars have either explicitly focused on the effect non-
European foreigners (Schneidar, 2008; Hjerm, 2009) in some studies or because other studies
indiscriminately examine the impact of all foreignars without distinguishing between extra-European
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